
“We shall not cease from exploration
and the end of all our exploring  will be

to arrive where we started and know
the place for the first time”

T.S  Elliot



VM Elite architects and designs luxury travel 
experiences in Chile.

We are a highly qualified team of destination specialists 
who are truly committed to creating bespoke encounters 
throughout the country, including Easter Island and 
Antarctica.

VM Elite was founded by Raul Buenaventura who has 
been working in the upscale tourism industry for over a 
decade. He saw a need for luxury travel solutions in Chile: 
a need for a professional team that responds to requests 
in a timely manner, a need for tailor made experiences 
designed by a creative and thoughtful team, and a need 
for continuous research and product development to offer 
new encounters.

After years of operation we have managed to seamlessly 
deliver unique ventures throughout Chile for high end 
travellers from around the globe. 



TRAVEL DESIGN

Our journeys are tailor-made, luxurious and 
genuine. Every itinerary we design speaks to the 
traveler’s interests, preferences and lifestyle.
We specialize in connecting travelers to inspiring 
destinations. 

From the moment travelers outline their 
interests and preferences, we design, plan 
and tailor a itinerary from scratch with local 
knowledge and creativity.  Considering that 
the process of travel design is complex, we 
are flexible and open to change. We believe in 
the benefit of communication and exchange 
of ideas in order to deliver what the client 
expects.

Our approach to travel is through specialists, 
who share their specific knowledge with 
travelers at the destinations of interest.

Thanks to our extensive connections in the 
local travel network, we are able to make 
travel arrangements as exclusive as possible. 
Our luxury travel specialists are regularly 
researching and updating their knowledge of 
the destinations to transfer it to the design of  
travel enquires.
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ATACAMA DESERT 
DISCOVERY

The Atacama Desert has stories to 
tell. Experience its otherworldly 
landscape, evaporating geysers 
and charming villages with local 
architecture. At night, stargaze 
under the world’s clearest sky and 
learn the cosmos vision from  the 
ancient Andean culture. 

The extreme contrasts and huge range of 
natural phenomena of the Atacama region 
never cease to amaze travelers. It is truly a 
place out of this world, known as the driest 
place on Earth. Yet in the barren land, the 
snowcapped 5.000m volcanoes on the horizon 
seem unreal behind the turquoise lagoons filled 
with pink flamingos or the famous Andean 
steaming thermal Geysers and natural hot 
springs. Not only full of wildlife resources, the 
Atacama Desert also features an incredible 
amount of archeological wealth such as the 
geoglyphs and ruins from past empires.

Marvel at the glittering sunsets in The Moon 
Valley, take stunning photographs at the 
National Flamingo Reserve, and experience 
floating effortlessly in the salt filled Cejar 
Lagoon. In the historic town of San Pedro de 
Atacama, make sure to visit the old church built 

ATACAMA - SAN PEDRO DE ATACAMA

in a particular adobe style, an archeological 
museum with mummies from past cultures and 
an ancient arts and crafts market.

Thanks to the dry climate and the high 
altitudes, northern Chile’s clear sky is one of 
the best places on Earth for stargazing. The 
ALMA observatory, which owns the largest 
radio telescope in the world, is located in 
these latitudes. During a visit to one of San 
Pedro’s observatories, an experienced guide 
and astronomer will teach our guests about 
the planets, stars and galaxies of the southern 
hemisphere and show them the wonders of the 
sky first with their naked eye and then through 
a telescope.

The Altiplano or Andean Plateau, northeast of 
San Pedro, is the second most extensive high 
plateau in the world. Due to the unique climatic 
and geographic conditions, the variety of flora 
and fauna high above sea level is normally 
very limited. On the Altiplano however, at an 
altitude of over 3,500m a very special and 
extremely rare climate has developed and 
created a high altitude ecosystem. As such, the 
Altiplano hosts a lot of low altitude vegetation 
and has become home to a large amount of 
animal species such as guanacos, vicuñas, 
vizcachas and flamingos. On top of that, many 
geysers and salt lagoons are located on the 
plateau where traditional communities still live. 

Explora Atacama

Explora Atacama
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INTO THE BLOOMING 
DESERT

Marvel at the magical blossoming 
flower field in the middle of a desert, 
and hone your nature photography 
skills with the company of a 
professional photographer. Travelers 
can stay in a locally inspired design 
hotel, enjoy organic meals with 
desert views and fall asleep under the 
shooting stars. 

One of the most rare and incredible natural 
phenomena of the world, the flowering 
desert is a once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
Once every four to five years, the Atacama 
Desert,  by far the driest place on Earth 
transforms from barren land only inhabited 
by cactus into a colorful luminous ocean 
of flowers. This wonder of nature can be 
explained by unusually high rainfalls (60 mm 
of rain) caused by the mysterious “El Niño” 
phenomenon, a band of abnormally warm 
water that occasionally develops in the Pacific 
Ocean in front of the South American coast. 
Suddenly, the seeds latent in the dry earth are 
awakened and create a blossoming carpet of 
over 200 different, some of them completely 
unique, flora species, such as Orchids, Lillies 
or Añañucas. The rich flora also attracts 
numerous animals such as lizards, reptiles, 
birds, foxes and guanacos.

ATACAMA - COPIAPO

When it happens, the miracle flowering desert 
stretches approximately from the city of 
Vallenar up to Copiapó throughout the coast 
and valleys from September to November. A 
nature specialist will show travelers the best 
treks through the seemingly endless flower 
fields. Professionally qualified as nature and 
wildlife photographers, our guides know the 
best places to spot the local animals and floras. 

Llanos de Challe National Park is located on 
the region’s coast and is one of the best places 
to see the flowery desert in its full splendor. 
The park, with its coastal wetland and white 
beaches, hosts the largest population of 
Guanacos in the Atacama region as well as 
Black-necked Swans and Flamingos.

When visiting the flowering desert, travelers 
will stay at the region’s best property, located 
at the foot of a sea of dunes in the Atacama 
Desert. It is a one-of-a-kind  hotel with locally-
inspired design, a luxurious spa and impeccable 
service. When going on a night walk, some of 
the biggest sand dunes on earth can be found 
in this area. Several national parks such as the 
Park Nevado Tres Cruces with its extraordinary 
mountain lakes or Pan de Azucar are in close 
proximity. In the direction of the Pacific Ocean, 
the Bahía Inglesa is a wonderful beach village 
to learn about the rich history of this region or 
to simply relax by the seaside. 



ASTRONOMY & PISCO 
IN A HIDDEN VALLEY

Although world-famous for 
stargazing, the northern Chile has 
kept secrets for centuries. It is 
time to uncover its intriguing past. 
Let’s start the dialogue through 
private visits to the region’s best 
observatories, small towns with 
fascinating stories, pisco distilleries, 
and vineyards. 

Astronomy, history and wine enthusiasts will 
never get bored in the historical city of La 
Serena, located just 300 miles (472 km) north 
of Santiago. The Elqui Valley hides some of 
Chile’s best-kept secrets. Depending on their 
interests, travelers can have private visits to 
vineyards, pisco distilleries,  historic towns 
such as Pisco Elqui with its stunning church 
and the house where Nobel Prize winner 
poet Gabriela Mistral grew up. In the close-by 
Limary Valley, travelers will taste one of Chile’s 
most iconic Piscos, awarded 95 points by 
Wine Enthusiast and get an insider look at its 
production. 

Travelers can go on a day trip to Fray Jorge 
National Park in the Talinay Cordillera, known 
in Chile to be a miracle in the desert. Thanks to 
a dense fog raised from the Pacific Ocean that 
got trapped in front of the mountains, nearly 
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10,000 hectares of dense relict forest magically 
blossomed in the middle of the dry desert. 
The park possesses a unique fauna and flora 
(Orchids, the lily of the Incas and the Añañuca 
lily among others) and is home to a large range 
of mammals. 

As its name suggests, the Enchanted Valley 
is truly a mystical and wonderful place. This 
flower-lined dry valley is scattered with rock-
petroglyphs and pictographs that date nearly 
4,000 years back to the religious ceremonies of 
the Diaguita and Molle native cultures. In the 
Vineyards, located just outside the Enchanted 
Valley, we invite travelers to enjoy some 
of Chile’s most exquisite Chardonnays and 
Sauvignons Blancs.



UNVEILING THE EASTER 
ISLAND ENIGMA

Easter Island is much more than 
the Moai statues. Uncover its 
past and present mysteries with 
anthropologists. Find out the local 
seafood recipes, experience the 
folkloric culture and explore the 
panorama route like an island 
native. 

The mystical Easter Island or Rapa Nui as 
it is called in the native language, is located 
approximately 3.510 km west of the Chilean 
coast and is the most isolated inhabited place 
on Earth. An amazing amount of almost 900 
well-preserved historic colossal monolithic 
statues (some with a height of up to 20 m) of 
deified ancestors, called Moai, are scattered 
along the mystical island. It is presumed that 
the Moai were created by Rapa Nui inhabitants 
for protection after they arrived on the 
Polynesian island between 700 and 1,000 
years ago. Around 40% of the island’s 16,630 
hectares have been declared World Heritage 
to protect the legacy of the ancient Rapa Nui 
culture. Beyond the statues, there are also over 
300 ceremonial platforms, several pictographs 
and petroglyphs and caves with rock art to 
observe in the Rapa Nui National Park. 

ISLA DE PASCUA - RAPA NUI
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Easter Island

Juan Fernandez

VM’s tour of the island is hosted and 
guided by one of the most well known 
anthropologists and archeologists studying 
Easter Island. 

Through an adventurous, informative tour, 
he will share his knowledge of the island 
history and culture and take travelers to all 
the fascinating sites: Rano Raraku, the quarry 
where the Rapa Nui carved the Moai statues 
and where half of them still remain today 
is one of the most fascinating sites on the 
Easter Island. The other half of the statues, 
some of them weighing over 80 tons, were 
transported around the island and placed 
on platforms facing the inside of the island. 
There are numerous great activities besides 
visiting the archeological sites in Rapa Nui: 
from discovering the island by bike or on 
horseback, relaxing on the lovely Anakena 
beach, hiking up Rano Kau or Orongo volcano 
for a magnificent view of the island, seeing the 
colorful sunset at Tahai, exploring the hidden 
caves, surfing or snorkeling along the coast.

During the first two weeks of February the 
entire island celebrates the Tapati festival 
with traditional dances, music and sports - 
a great chance to meet natives and get an 
authentic impression of the local culture and 
customs. 

The Rapa Nui people also have their own 
brewery Mahina that makes refreshing 
beer that travelers will definitely want to 
try. Easter Island certainly is one the most 
remarkable cultural phenomena in the world 
that every traveler with curious mind should 
experience once.

Matt Wilson

Explora Rapa Nui

Hare Noi

Matt Wilson



ROMANCE & POETRY
IN VALPARAISO

Soak in the wild, artistic air of 
Chile’s creative hub. Walk through 
the city’s hidden jewels and bohemian 
neighborhoods. Trace the steps of the 
Chilean Poet Pablo Neruda and try 
his favorite local dish. 

Valparaiso, located 120 km west of Santiago, 
is a historical port city with around 280,000 
inhabitants. During the 19th century, the city 
known as “Little San Fransisco”, was the most 
important seaport on the continent filled with 
rich, globetrotting Europeans. In 2003, the 
historic center of “Valpo” was declared a World 
Heritage Site. Today, it is the cultural center 
of Chile and the hub for the international 
creative crowd made of artists, entrepreneurs 
and students. Throughout the hills of the 
city, historic houses and decaying landmarks 
are restored and transformed into cool art 
galleries, gourmet restaurants and trendy bars. 

Valparaiso is filled with unique street art and 
graffiti of rising local artists. During our tour 
of the city, our expert guides will introduce 
visitors to the underground scene and let them 
feel the vibrant, creative spirit firsthand when 
walking through the numerous steep alleys 
and small pathways . Our visitors will be part 
of Valparaiso’s bohemian culture by driving up 
the hills in one of the historic funiculars and 
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learning tricks to create their own street art 
and leave a mark on the walls of the city.

Famous writer, poet and politician Pablo 
Neruda was also inspired by these creative 
vibes and lived in Valparaiso for many years. 
He inaugurated his house in September 1961 
and lived there for several periods to relax and 
write and to celebrate New Year with his many 
friends. It was in La Sebastiana, Neruda’s house 
high up on Cerro Florida, that he wrote some 
of his most important pieces that made him win 
the Noble Price of Literature in 1971. Visiting 
La Sebastiana is a great opportunity to learn 
about the poet and enjoy the stunning view of 
the city and harbor. On five floors, travelers can 
see how the author lived and with what unique 
taste he decorated every single room of the 
house.

Neruda was a self-named gourmet that 
enjoyed traditional and local Chilean cuisine 
with his family and friends. When reading his 
acclaimed Ode to Conger Chowder one can 
feel his excitement for this truly delicious dish 
“…in the chowder are warmed the essences of 
Chile, and to the table come, newly wed the 
savors of land and sea, that in this dish you may 
know heaven.” After years away from Chile, the 
conger soup felt like the ultimate taste of home 
to Neruda and gave him what he had missed all 
those years spent abroad. 

Following Neruda’s footsteps and enjoy 
traditional Chilean seafood in an intimate 
setting or dine at a world-class fresh pasta 
restaurant in the heart of Valparaiso. The 
dinner will be paired with some of Chile’s 
most iconic wines produced in the valleys 
surrounding the city.

Sernatur

Sernatur



OVERFLY THE ANDES
GLACIERS

Overlook Chile’s iconic wine valleys 
and mountain glaciers from a 
luxury helicopter. Travelers will 
take stunning aerial photographs of 
majestic glaciers, feast on authentic 
Chilean barbeques and stop by a 
picturesque boutique vineyard. 

See the Chilean mountains, central valleys 
and the coast from a bird-eye’s height. The 
Andes Mountain Range around the Maipo 
Valley are packed with Glaciers and crystal 
clear lagoons. We take travelers to the most 
exclusive helideck in Santiago where they 
board a helicopter and set off. At the beginning 
of any helicopter ride we start off with a 
safety talk. Of course, the helicopters fulfill 
the highest safety standards and all pilot are 
highly experienced with at least 1,000 flights 
completed. This tour is ideal for an exclusive 
and unusual sightseeing experience and aerial 
photography.

The flight starts with a spectacular view of 
the skyscrapers of Santiago and the dramatic 
Andes mountains in the background. Then, the 
helicopter flies over the Cajon del Maipo, a 
canyon located southeast of the city and filled 
with beautiful rivers, and the Maipo river basin. 
The proximity to the majestic snowcapped 
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mountain peaks is breathtaking. There, 
travelers have the option to land and enjoy 
a flavorsome gourmet lunch at a restaurant 
that offers delicious authentic Chilean cuisine 
and barbeque based on local and seasonal 
ingredients. Continuing the flight over the 
Maipo region, we will surpass the Rio Olivares 
and Morado Valley with aquarium-blue 
waterfalls and rugged glaciers. 

Next, we will reach the Casablanca Valley, 
which is located around 75 km northwest of 
Santiago. This fertile valley hosts some of the 
most iconic vineyards and wineries thanks to 
its unique geographic and climatic conditions. 
Upon request, travelers can stop over at any 
one of the vineyards, take part in a pribate 
winetasting session and learn about the history 
of winemaking in Chile.



FOUNDATIONS OF  
SANTIAGO 

Experience Santiago’s sophistication 
off the beaten path. Uncover the 
stories of downtown Santiago 
through a historian-led architecture 
walk. Learn the Pre-Colombian 
museum collection through a 
curator-led tour. And embark on a 
gastronomic adventure in one of the 
world’s Top 50 restaurants. 

Explore Chile’s vibrant capital, a cosmopolitan 
city that blends historic neighborhoods and 
bohemian hangouts with designer boutiques, 
gourmet restaurants and a business district 
known as “Sanhattan”. Santiago is full of 
surprises! Travelers experience the capital of 
Chile with an historian that shares his cultural 
knowledge of the city and uncovers Santiago’s 
historical myths and stories. Our bilingual 
guide leads travelers on a circuit highlighting 
not only the most iconic historical sites but also 
the chic neighborhoods and artistic spots like 
Bellas Artes and Lastarria so that visitors have 
a taste of Santiago’s unique vibe.

Our historic tour entails exclusive access 
to the most classical historic and political 
buildings in Chile. Most of them are usually 
not open to public such as the Municipal 
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Theatre of Santiago. Inaugurated in 1857 
with the premiered performance of Giuseppe 
Verdi’s opera Ernani it was declared a national 
monument in 1974. The Pre-Columbian Art 
Museum’s display contains more than 5,000 
pieces of art and focuses on collections from 
the native America. The Palacio La Moneda 
is the seat of the President of the Republic of 
Chile and his ministers. It occupies an entire 
block in downtown Santiago known as the 
Civic District and is a great place to learn about 
Chile’s history and current politics. During 
our unique city tour, travelers will unveil the 
historic myths of these buildings through 
private visits and get to know Santiago deeper 
from an insider’s perspective.

An exquisite wine tasting and an exposure 
to Chile’s fine cuisine conclude our Santiago 
experience. We take travelers to Boragó 
Restaurant, a top-notch dining spot run 
by renowned chef Rodolfo Guzman and is 
probably the best place to explore Chile’s 
diverse regional cuisines. At Boragó, the 
concept of fresh local cuisine is taken to a 
brand new level: they are known for preparing 
innovative dishes based on seasonal Chilean 
plants and cooked with ancient techniques 
from the pre-Columbian era such as slow 
roasting on ashes. Travelers taste six or 18 
courses, each carefully paired with the finest 
Chilean wines. 



ICONIC CHILEAN 
WINEMAKING

Indulge your senses and discover 
new passions in wine on this visit to 
Chile’s best wine valleys. The wine 
itself is worth the trip, let along the 
gorgeous valley views. Travelers 
will learn the secret behind Chilean 
wine’s flavors and innovative blends.  

Chile is a paradise for viniviticulture, an oasis 
where grape types from around the world 
flourish and are turned into world-class wines 
with a local twist. Few places in the world 
are as perfect for wine production as Chile’s 
central and coastal valleys. The breezes from 
the Pacific Ocean, the protection of the Andes 
mountain range, well balanced soils and 
crystalline rivers have created ideal climatic 
and geographic conditions for growing the 
most noble and aromatic grape varieties that 
give Chilean wine its intense character. 

Depending on traveler’s personal take on 
wines, our wine tours are bespoke and 
exclusive. 

The Maipo Vallley is the birthplace of Chilean 
Wine. No other place in Chile has the same 
climatic conditions than the terroir of Maipo 
Alto with its hillsides, large exposure to the 
sun, warm days and cool nights, little rainfall 
during the second half of the growing season 
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and alluvial soils. Family-owned wineries make 
some of Chile’s most iconic wines in this valley. 

In the Colchagua Valley, travelers  stay in 
an artsy, wine-themed retreat located in 
the town of Millahue. Its vineyard features 
an impressive cellar designed by renowned 
Chilean architect Smiljan Radic. Each room has 
a panoramic views on the vineyard with the 
majestic backdrop of the Andes Mountains in 
the distance. 

More to the south, the Maule Valley boasts 
family-own boutique vineyards that reclaim 
the root of Chilean wine. Through a private 
visit find out the secret behind the wine’s 
unique aroma in the vineyard’s vinification 
room and cellar. Travelers will also savor the 
Chilean classic dish “Asado al Palo”, which 
literally means grilling meat on a stick. The 
vineyard’s owner prepares the different cuts 
himself, while travelers learn about the meat-
cooking preparation by the campfire and enjoy 
a glass of wine.

For a panoramic wine experience, we propose 
a one-day tour by van or helicopter with 
the visit of  2 or 3 vineyards in two valleys. 
Travelers can also choose between a wine and 
food paring session led by experts, enjoy wine 
spa treatments or go horseback riding in the 
mountains.



VIÑA VIK



ANDES POWDER 
HELISKIING 

Embrace the ultimate skiing 
experience among the highest 
mountains of America featuring 
gorgeous mountain views and 
turquoise blue lagoons. Enjoy 
personalized skiing routs designed 
by experts, gourmet meals and spa 
treatments in the best resorts.

The breathtaking Andes Mountain Range does 
not only have great ski resorts it is also a great 
place to go heli-skiing or boarding. Travelers 
coming from the Northern hemisphere can 
enjoy a luxury snow vacation in the “summer 
months” between June and October. It is a 
truly unique experience to ski through the 
untouched, pure and fresh powder snow 
amidst the breathtaking Andes mountain 
scenery. 

Our professional guides will design the perfect 
skiing route for each individual with their 
knowledge. The Andes Mountains offer a 
wide range of perfect heliskiing spots with 
drop-offs and slopes with vertical drops. The 
stable weather conditions, maritime snowpack 
and excellent snow quality make the central 
Andes mountain range a great playground for 
explorative heli adventures in small groups. 

THE ANDES MOUNTAIN RANGE
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Travelers can stay in a beautiful, original and 
cozy lodge, located at the foothills of the Andes 
in the Maipo Valley, only five minutes from 
some of the best heliskiing spots. The exclusive 
and luxurious bed and breakfast is furnished in 
an authentic yet stylish Chilean Colonial style 
and is equipped with a pool and jacuzzi to relax 
sore muscles. After a delicious meal made with 
Chilean traditional recipes and flavors refined 
with local herbs, get a good night sleep in one 
of the seven quiet and comfortable rooms. 
Other enriching activities in the area include 
horseback riding, trekking and visiting the 
beautiful natural hot springs Termas del Plomo 
or Termas de Colina.

Adventurous families love Ski Portillo, an 
upscale skiing resort with a wide variety of 
activities for adults and kid, skiers and non-
skiers all year round. Travelers are left in 
bliss with endless untracked powder, often 
for days. The resort also has some of the best 
bluebird spring conditions one can see in 
Chile. Regardless of ages, anyone find staying 
in Portillo a great experience, as they enjoy 
the snow and all the luxury activities on site, 
such as world-class spa and fine dining in the 
mountains.

Those who crave for a unique view while skiing 
can go to the Corralco Resort, which boasts 
endless open terrain. Ancient forests and pre 
historic Araucaria trees (also known as the 
“Monkey Puzzle” tree) surround the area with 
lush green scenery. From the large summit 
of Volcano Lonquimay, travelers can see the 
seven nearby volcanoes and an epic view of the 
neighboring Argentina.

La Parva

Colorado
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FLY FISHING IN 
FUTALEUFÚ

Earn trophy catches in the middle 
of pure, unexplored nature. In 
Futaleufú, raw natural beauty and 
deep relaxation is the focus. Go 
private fly-fishing and kayaking in 
the region’s crystalline water, stay in 
a nature-inspired lodge and feast on 
farm-to-table meals. 

Welcome to Northern Patagonia, the world’s 
best whitewater destination. The name 
Futaleufú is a native word meaning “Big River,” 
and the town is the jump off point for rafting 
or kayaking the river. Beginning at the Chile-
Argentina border, the Espolón River flows west 
towards the ocean. Halfway through, towards 
the town of Futaleufu, there is a spectacular, 
Mediterranean-blue waterfall awaiting 
travelers. This is also a great trip to family with 
children or non-fishing family members thanks 
to the area’s stunning natural beauty. 

Wade-fishing mostly happens on the coastal 
rivers and uses streamers and swinging flies; 
however, the La Junta area offers wade-fishing 
on the smaller rivers as well as a spring creek in 
the Lago Verde area, where travelers fish with 
terrestrials and attractor patterns. Sea Run 
Brown Trouts may be found in the Rio Yelcho 
and occasionally on the Palena and Rosselot 

PATAGONIA - FUTALEUFU

rivers. 

Travelers looking for big trophies will feel 
greatly rewarded in Futaleufú, since big fish 
are available in good numbers throughout the 
season. If the idea of catching big rainbow trout 
during a dragonfly hatch sounds appealing, 
consider a trip in December. Throwing a 
streamer to the riverbanks can produce large 
resident brown trout in January and February 
with some monster sea run browns showing up 
late in the season. 

Other than world-class fly-fishing, travelers 
are encouraged to have a kayaking day in 
Futaleufú’s crystalline water and relax in the 
soft-sand beach. In the evening, unwind in 
the outdoor Jacuzzis over conversations and 
cocktails, followed by a farm-to-table dinner. 

Nomads of the Seas

Uman Lodge

Nomads of the Seas
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AYSÉN’S AUTUMN 
COLORS PHOTO 
SAFARI

Admire Aysén’s spectacular autumn 
colors and take home some stunning 
photographs. Let our professional 
landscape photographer takes 
travelers to the heart of Patagonia, 
spot unique floras, rare species and 
mysterious rock paintings from an 
ancient culture. 

Patagonia with its massive mountains, emerald 
lakes, clear rivers, sparkling glaciers and vast 
fields and meadows definitely hosts some 
of Chile’s most breathtaking landscapes. 
General Carrera Lake, South America’s second 
largest lake, is located in the area of Aysén, 
200 km south of Coyhaique, and straddles 
the Argentine border. There are a lot of fun 
outdoor activities to pursue in this part of 
Patagonia such as hiking, mountain biking, 
horseback riding, bird watching, nature 
photography and trekking. Lake General 
Carrera flows into Lake Bertrand, from which 
the Baker River, Chile’s largest river and an 
ideal place for fly-fishing or rafting, originates. 
The highest summit of the Chilean Patagonia, 
Mt. San Valentín (4.058m) is also located in 
this area, at the northern end of the North 
Patagonian Ice-Field and is covered with 
glaciers. Besides the natural wealth, the area 
is also rich in historical discoveries, such as 
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cave and rock paintings from the ancient 
Aonikenk Tehuelches culture.

Jeinimeni National Park, a great place for 
ecotourism with all of its snowdrifts, lakes, 
lagoons, rivers, valleys and ancient rock 
paintings, is located in the surroundings of 
General Carrera Lake. Patagonia Private 
Park is located a little further southwest. It 
was founded in 2004 to protect the great 
biodiversity of the landscapes between the 
arid steppe and the temperate forests of 
Chilean Patagonia. Further north, travelers 
could visit the Reserva Nacional Cerro 
Castillo, which was named after the pointy 
Cerro Castillo (2.675m) and founded in 
1970. All three parks are famed for hosting 
unusual wildlife, especially threatened 
species such as the Huemul or South Andean 
Deer, the Red Fox and the Puma. During fall, 
the Lengas, Coihue and Ñirres trees that 
pile up the Andes Mountains become red, 
orange and yellow and turn the forests into a 
beautiful ocean of colors – a photographer’s 
dream come true.

Our Colorful Autumn Photographic Safari 
is offered between March and May since 
Patagonia’s landscapes are in the most 
fascinating colors during these months.  



PUMA PHOTO SAFARI 
IN TORRES DEL PAINE 

Begin the exploration of Patagonia’s 
natural wonders in Torres del 
Paine, South America’s most iconic 
national park and try your luck at 
spotting a puma. 

Patagonia, with its vast untouched landscapes 
shaped by the rough weather at the southern 
tip of the continent, is one of the world’s last 
great wildernesses. Endless windswept plains, 
ancient native forests, electric-blue icebergs, 
massive snowcapped mountains, emerald lakes 
and sparkling waterfalls make this area one of 
the most breathtaking places in Chile. Travelers 
will take deep breathes of the purest air on 
Earth and feel inspired among the untamed, 
rough landscape.

Torres del Paine, probably South America’s 
most famous national park, is located in 
Chile’s most southern and largest region: 
Magallanes. The sky-piercing Paine massif 
rising dramatically above the Patagonian 
pampa characterizes the park. The impressive 
granite Torres (2.850 m) were formed by a 
tectonic reformation that intruded the Andes 
Cordillera. With its open valleys, turquoise 
blue lakes and pristine rivers, ice fields and 
glaciers, Torres del Paine is truly a trekking and 
hiking paradise. The area’s rich flora, including 
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seven types of orchids, the evergreen Chilean 
firebush with its red flowers corymbs and the 
mountain plant Darwin’s slipper, make the 
park even more appealing for the eyes. If you 
are lucky enough, rare and protected animals 
such as Pumas, Guanacos, Gray Foxes, Red 
Foxes and Giant Skunks can be spotted, as well. 
Animal lovers will be thrilled to know that over 
100 visible bird species, including the Condor 
and Rhea, live in Torres del Paine. 

We have created a unique experience in 
this park with stunning nature that features 
wildlife and landscape photography safari. Our 
experienced guide and animal photographers 
takes travelers to the most stunning spots of 
the park. His deep knowledge of photography, 
the park’s most picturesque spots, its unique 
flora and fauna and wildlife’s habitat ensure a 
great photo safari for travelers to take stunning 
shots. 

This immersive Patagonia experience will 
let travelers get the authentic impression of 
Patagonia’s untamed beauty. Especially during 
sunrise or sunset, chances are high to be able 
to observe not only the amazing red light on 
the mountains but also some of the wildlife. 
This program is offered in winter only between 
July and September as the snow helps track the 
puma’s footprints. 

Pablo Negri

Pablo Negri



Embark on an inspiring journey 
through Antarctica’s glaciers and 
ice fields in style. Revive the early 
explorer’s spirit in an expedition 
vessel, get incredibly intimate with 
wildlife, explore “the end of the 
world” with expert guides and polar 
specialists. 
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Santiago

Punta Arenas
Isla Magdalena

Antartica

GLACIERS & 
WILDLIFE OF 
ANTARTICA 

Antarctica, the coldest, windiest, harshest 
and least inhabited continent, is a luxury 
destination that never ceases to amaze 
travelers with its vast ice fields, clear skies, 
high mountains, roaming icebergs, electric-blue 
glaciers and unique fauna. It is an unexplored, 
wild continent bigger than Europe and covered 
with more than 90% of the Earth’s land ice. A 
tour to Antarctica may not be for everyone, but 
the few that do reach this remote and exotic 
place will be truly fascinated by its roughness, 
extraordinary beauty and wildlife diversity.

Our Antarctica tour starts in Punta Arenas, the 
capital of the Region of Magallanes and Chilean 
Antarctica and one of the southern most cities 
in the world. Travelers spend one day getting 
to know the beautiful Patagonian landscapes 
and visiting a penguin colony full of Magellanic 
penguins. 

ANTARCTICA

On the next day, travelers fly directly from 
Punta Arenas to King George Island in the 
South Shetland Islands. The aerial views 
already give a good foretaste of the extreme 
and mysterious beauty visitors will experience 
during the next days. Travelers then board a 
modern and comfortable expedition vessel 
that cruise between the South Shetland 
Islands and the western coast of the Antarctic 
Peninsula. Aboard the ship, there are a lounge, 
grand dining room, bar, library, gym, wellness 
and sundeck. Every day, there are different 
activities organized to explore the surrounding 
landscapes and wildlife on Zodiac boats. Expert 
guides and polar specialists will introduce 
to travelers the characteristics of wildlife of 
the area and ensure that travelers have the 
adventure of a lifetime. 

The Antarctic is home to four species of pengui\
ns, four species of seals, Humpback and Minke 
Whales, Orca Dolphins and a variety of polar 
birds (two species of Albatrosses, Blue-eyed 
Shag, Snowy Sheathbill, two species of Petrel 
and the Polar Skua).

Cruceros Australis
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